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VELIS NAMED TO

HOLYOKE SOLDI

HOLYOKE i Senator John Velis, who represents
Agawam in the State Senate, was appointed recently to
a Special Joint Oversight Committee that is tasked with
making recommendations for changes at the Holyoke
Sol di er s 6 (Sepabomevelis is a member of
Westfield American Legion Post 124.)

The committee will be investigating the deadly
outbreak of COVID-19 that took place at the facility, and
will make recommendations on infrastructure and
administrative changes. This work will involve looking
at all aspects of the facility, from the actual building, to
the organizational structure, to staffing levels and
medical care, and will have a major impact on what the
facility will look like for years to come.

When asked about his goals for the committee, Senator
Velis emphasized how important it will be for the new
Home to meet the evolving needs of the growing
veteran population in Massachusetts.

ifiwWe need to think about bo-t
term needs of the facility. During this work, it is going
to be absolutely critical that we take into account the
next generation of veterans that will be depending on
the Home, of which the fastest growing group is
women. 0 Said Vel is. AfvVet e
Afghanistan wars will rely on the Home for years to
come, and it is imperative that their specific needs are
addressed so that the Home can be sustainable.o

The committee will not be the first time that Velis has
advocated for increased supp
In early July, Velis secured a $250,000 earmark for the
facil ity i nCQViDel9 SuppilementabBudget,
which will help with infection control efforts. In addition,
the Senator held a listening session in Westfield last
Friday with some of the families of veterans who passed
away at the home, and says he will continue holding
sessions as the committee begins work.

AWe need to do everything i
that what happened at the Home, will never happen

again, o0 said Velis. il
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Senator John Velis

we continue to hear from those families that were
diredtly faféectedt, hneordo todinferm soér wookmand
address every issue they

Joining Senator Velis on the joint-committee from the
Western Massachusetts delegation will be Sen. James
Welch (D-West Springfield), Rep. Aaron Vega (D-
Holyoke), Rep. Joe Wagner (D-Chicopee), Rep. Michael
Finn (D-West Springfield), and Rep. Mindy Domb (D-
Amherst).

our power to make sure

A report and any draft legislation from the committee
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BURIAL FLAGS FLY HIG H
P

s

Jo Ann Murphy and members of the late John F. Moran's family raise his flag to fly for the month of August in
Vineyard Haven.

A new flag is flying at the American Legion Post 257 in  On Saturday, Kate Kretschmann raised the flag of her

Tisbury in honor of the late John F. Moran, a U.S. Navy father to fly for the month of August. She told The Times

veteran. her father served in the Pacific during World War II.
Before his service, he helped build submarines.

Commander of Post 257 Jo Ann Murphy came up with a

creative way to honor veterans of Vineyard residentsby Mi | i tary service runs deep

flying their burial flags for one month. Those interested she served as an Air Force captain and her husband

in flying the flaginalovedone 6s memor y c aReterKuetschmana served in the German Navy.

name, branch of service, and when they served on the

white binding of the flag. Call Murphy at 508-693-4030. InJuly, Post 257 flew the fl ag
also served in the U.S. Navy during World War II.
(Marthadéds Vineyard Ti mes)

—— R R e
SEAFOOD PICNIC TO GO

Tasty lobster rolls, creamy clam chowder, savory chips, sweet watermelon, and refreshing drinks are available
every week at a special place in Vineyard Haven. These summer treats are just waiting to be included in a picnic
or grill-out, and they are sold by the American Legion Post 257, so you will be supporting U.S. veterans. All orders
are for pickup at 47 Martin Road on Tuesdays between 4:30 and 7 pm, but there may be some outdoor seating. For
more information about the Legion, which celebrated its centennial last year, visit legion.org. ( Mar t hads

Times)
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION

|

Benjamin French, recipient of a 2020 Past National
Commander és Schol arship, r
Bob Temple of Sterling American Legion Post 189.

Benjamin French, mom Rita DiStefano-French and
Isaiah French. Mom stepped in as brother Nathaniel
was unable to attend.

SQUADRON 189, STERLING MASSACHUSETTS

Benjamm and Isalah French acceptlng the Mary
Timcoe Memorial Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation
Award and the Floyd "Jake" Corliss Memorial Children
& Youth Award on behalf of the Hiram O. Taylor Squad-
ron 189. Both earned for best reports for the programs
awarded by the Detachment of the Sons.

Since we gained the French brothers, missing Na-
thaniel, our Squadron has become more active, which
is good to see. Last year Isaiah was the recipient of the
American Legion Americanism Committee's American
Born Citizenship Award and a Past National Command-
er's Scholarship from the Sons. | had no idea when
submitting the Consolidated Squadron Report that we
would have received these Awards which most credit
goes to the French boys. These are very dedicated
boys with values instilled in them by mom Rita and
their late dad Herbert.

We had this presentation small but necessary before
the boys go back to school so they know that their hard
work of helping out people that need it is recognized
and appreciated.

Submitted to VETSO
Photos by DVC Lisa McPhee.
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FOOD CHAIN LINKS
CHELSEA, NAHANT, REV

ERE AND WINTHROP

0P T mEraay

Noreen Lazar, Lynn resident and American Legion Auxiliary member, packs away food for veterans to pick up on
Wednesday morning at the Nahant Life Saving Station.

NAHANT 8 Nahant 6s
gion makes sure local veterans have
food on their table, especially during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Roughly a dozen volunteers gathered
outside American Legion Post 215
Wednesday morning to hand out fully
stocked bags of collard greens, bana-
nas, pasta, beans, eggs, peanut but-
ter, and other fresh, frozen, and non-
perishable food items to residents
signed up for the Veterans Food Net-
work program.

One of four communities on the North
Shore to participate, the veterans ser-
vices office in Nahant, as well as the
VSO in Revere, Winthrop, and Chel-
sea, receive monthly groceries from
the Boston Food Bank meant to ease
the financial burden of food shopping
for veterans.

nltoés a group of
through the veterans service offices
in something like a veterans food col-
| aborative, o said

Officer Jon Lazar (a member of Na-

Ameré chme Lreeeason why it
is because of the collaboration we
have within town. 0

Hosted locally in conjunction with the
American Legion, the town of Nahant,
the Nahant Ladies Auxiliary, the Na-
hant Council on Aging, and the De-
partment of Public works, the pro-
gram now serves a total of 55 resi-
dents in Nahant, and 610 residents
throughout the region.

Al though iitds been
more than four years now 8 bags are
handed out on the first Wednesday of
every month 8 Lazer said the number
of veterans the program serves has
increased substantially since the start
of the global public health crisis.

fiBecause peopl e
the supermarket or for whatever rea-
son, since COVID started in March,
weodwnes guwbnekiupgabout
he said.

Vb lueteeman s Amediean keigiorensem-

ber Bob Fields

hant American Legion Post 215). i We older veterans are living on a fixed in-

have a pretty unique partnership here

come, and especially times like this,

addedit i Bems

vh em o tshuecycberses f uhabl e
house, wedre able
Itds not

Thankfully, volunteers are able to
hand-deliver bags to those unable to
pick them up themselves, which
Fields said has even resulted in some
friendships between recipients and
volunteers during a time of otherwise
heavy isolation.

i My wi f ertof the Aamerican Le-
gion Auxiliary, wohlks s &ibd.
phone calls to the same people every
month, so they get kind of an extra
check-in é 1t works
cause they also get to talk to some-
body. o

In addition to helping ease financial

d o n durdemsa lnatar dlso adgled thtatoextra

food is given to the Nahant Council on
Aging.
15, 2 rcent, 0

Al f th s any
nated to them, 0 he
use it to prepare meals for the senior
of Namant
wast e. It 6s
(Itemlive.com)
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BIG TURNOUT FOR ANNU

HOLYOKE i The American Legion United Force Post
351 held their 40th annual Catfish Derby, it was held
from Friday July 17, to Sunday July 19 at 2 p.m. The
post raises money by selling tickets at $10 each, this
year the post sold 238 tickets which was one more
than last.

Post members Jesse Garcia, Ray Dufresne, and Lisa
Gariepy were on their six-hour shift on Saturday, July
18, and spoke about the annual derby.

The Catfish Derby is used to raise money that the post
uses to help disabled children, by buying specific
equipment and other materials that will help each kid.
Last year the Post was able to buy an all-terrain
wheelchair for one kid, the wheel chair allows him to
go onto the beach and any other surface that would be
harder for normal wheel chair wheels.

This yearod6s Catfish Der byl9
along with many other yearly events, the Post was able
to agree to safety guidelines that allowed the derby to
continue.
AThis is the fortieth

Der by, and for a while
able to hold it.o Post
glad we had a big turnout, seeing as we sold the tickets

year
t her

AL CATFISH DERBY

T

)

From 'Ieft; Jesse Garcia, Lisa Gariepy, and Ray Dufresne
from the American Legion Post 351, hold the leader
board for the 40th Annual Catfish Derby.

wim Heateoh Satucdiyewhs 1B pyunde wrle bf the bigger

fishes for kids.

The post members wear masks inside and have hand
sanitizer accessible, they have one fish entry at a time.
Wheeeta fistvis Brought id and weighel, afterGhaat wieighg h
és wwigen dawd thé fish ik placed in & reguiatédctoolere

Co mmanmtidieis loddedfonte a truzk anmé hraught lHatkétonbe

released into the Connecticut River. The post members

t wo weeks before the event . Ospecifically said that they only accept live fish as they
release them afterwards. iThe
derby | had a truck and i was assigned to drive the fish

back to the river, in t hlepyr i

All of the post members split six-hour shifts, and the
building stayed open continuously throughout the

weekend. As most people get better catfish while
fishing at night and early morning. The biggest fish to
beat on Saturday was fifteen pounds and four ounces,
as the biggest fish of the derby receives a grand cash
price of three $351 in honor of Post 351.

The post members have a cell phone that is dedicated
t o t he der by, itods call ed
participating can call the hotline and check out what the
biggest fish is. Sometime people who are fishing will
call to seeif their fish is big enough to be weighed, while
others call just to check in because they are interested.
The derby also includes a children 6 s s e deéré kids
can bring in their catfish entries as well, the top five or
so kids will receive a trophy for their fish. The kids fish

sai d. il W kelkeaser or Help,Ithinking | had
to drag the cooler to the river edge. He stuck his hand
in and grabbed the fish to put it in the river, | choose to
bring the cooler to the

Typically, the post will have t-shirts for sale, signifying
the annual derby. The front is always the same as it
advérteses thhe tdérbhynwhile ahe dbackaaf yhe rslart is
different every year. Typically, those who buy the t-
shirts get an invitation to a party later on in the season,
while tickets are sold to others. This year however the
derby is going to hold a socially distant party outside,
where everyone is invited to join. The post is trying to
keep spirits up and were excited to continue the Annual
Catfish Derby during a time where many things were
cancelled. (Holyoke Sun)

river



MALVERNE AMERICAN LE

GION VOLUNTEER

SUPPORTS FIRST RESPO NDERS

THROUGH SERVICE PROJ

ECT

A teen who found a need

(VETSO6 NEWS editords
there is a Massachusetts connection.)

not e:

When Malverne American Legion Post 44 volunteer
Peter Mura, 16, found out in March that he had been
selected as the postos
Legion Boys State summer program, he was elated.
Murab6s excitement was short
the program was canceled due to the coronavirus
pandemic.

So he decided to make the most of his time at home by
starting a service project to support members of the
Uu. S. military. il just felt
could do to help people in

He decided to support an Army medical unit from
Massachusetts that was stationed at the Javits Center
in Manhattan to help Covid-19 patients. Mura learned
about the group from his uncle Michael Douglass, a
nurse in the unit. The unit was stationed at Javits in
April and May, so Mura assembled goody bags and
handed them out every Sunday morning. He delivered

potted fl owers to mothers i
il édm gl ad that not only was
al so helped strangers out as

were away from their families, so | wanted them to know
how appreciated they are. With New York City being one
of the hot spots at the time, | wanted to support them in
any way possible. o

An incoming senior at Valley Stream North High School,
Mura reached out to groups such as Students Against
Destructive Decisions and the Interact Club to organize
baked goods for the Army unit. Members of the
American Legion Riders, the American Legion Auxiliary
at Post 1033 in EImont and Girl Scout Troop 2033 in
Valley Stream helped him put together the goody bags.

Al t hough

ns & ihea.

this news article

fi | ew alot of students at my school were inactive, and
that they probably wanted to contribute to their

positive about it, e sdptbeleader
olffi feddopha@a®@8der iEberyn wsieshe
way, which was a huge |ift.

The Malverne American
helped Mura with his project, purchasing cards and
sharing their own handmade cards from the auxiliary

i s

del egadmmu i ttyh ea sa nweulall, OA nMeurriac asnai d .
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jlinioks @and thie 8onsof tiveeAsnerganbegiom. Eatlycard h a t

n lkeealeliveded dbuteimed 8 ldfe Bavers candy, attached to

the message AThank for

Saver. o

you

Mura will be presented with the Good Deed Award by
Post 44 i n August or Sept
tenacity, caring and professionalism makes Peter Mura
Mal verne Uni t 4408s
Award, 60 Ladies Auxiliary
ufnHi somr eMorti lceer 6psr djaeyc t
citizen warriors who answered the call to help New
Ydrkers thtoagh the Cohid@-1 @ annd d igi, ¢ .bou t
well , 0o he said. Al knew th
While Mura remained disappointed about the
cancellation of Boys State, in which students
participate in activities that help them learn about local,
county and state government, he said that his project
taught him lessons that would last a lifetime. He said he
hoped to join the U.S. military, by way of West Point or
the Naval Academy, and explained that anyone can give
back to others by simply finding a need.
il f you think there i snot
around about what you
therebs al walblherald.comped. 0

My nephew Peter is a lifesaver himself. His work throughout our mission was not only greatly appreciated but
anticipated each Sunday. I'm proud of the work done both by the UAMTF and by Peter. His tangible support gave
us the moral support we needed to accomplish our mission.

CPT Michael Douglass

SEE PHOTOS ON NEXT PAGE
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MALVERNE AMERICAN LE  GION VOLUNTEER
SUPPORTS FIRST RESPO NDERS

THROUGH SERVICE PROJ ECT
A teen who found a need

(Continued from previous

Malverne Ame?ican Legion Post 44 volunteer
Peter Mura, 16, donated food items to first
responders at the Javits Center at the heightof He al so donated fl owers for mc

the pandemic. Day.

Jritos

1.1

Members of The Army medi cal unit, abov®moddonatiors. happy t c

Have you paid your dues?




COMMANDER'S

- MESSAGE

National Commander James W. “Bill” Oxford

WALK, RUN, BIKE OR R
FOR VETERANS AND CHI

IDE 100 MILES
LDREN

By James W. "Bill" Oxford, National Commander

Dear American Legion Family members and friends,

I have taken the first steps on a 100-mile journey in
support of our nationés
unique challenge 8 100 Miles for Hope 0 was created
to help drive resources toward our Veterans & Children
Foundation.

In a show of American Legion Family solidarity, Sons
of The American Legion Commander Clint Bolt and
American Legion Auxiliary President Nicole Clapp
have committed to their own 100-mile challenges.

Wedre asking for support f
Family members to put on their walking or running
shoes, get on their bikes or rev up their motorcycles for
100 miles today through Veterans Day, which is 100
days from now. And | am issuing a special challenge to
department commanders to join me, if they are
physically able, in the 100-mile quest.

For a $30 registration fee, 100 Miles for Hope
participants receive a slick tech shirt (available in
mends, womenbds and children
and a certificate of accomplishment when they finish.
Roughly 50 percent of the $30 fee will go toward V&CF

after figuring in costs for the shirts, shipping, etc.

Posts can also participate by creating their own events
for members while keeping local social distancing rules
in mind. This is a great opportunity to safely celebrate
Patriot Day, American Legion Day and Veterans Day
later on.

Learn more about this initiative on the Legion website,
www.legion.org/100miles and get started by registering
at Emblem Sales.

One hundred miles may seem like along way. But it was
chosen with a purpose. The 100-day time frame was
selected so that walkers could break it down to a mile

V €

30

day .ouTrh aAmMer iroamhLggROnt o
activity level many health experts recommend.

I 61 1 be walking 100 miles
100 miles to support our

my health will benefit from the increased activity, after
being sheltered in place for so long. But the real
beneficiaries are veterans and children in need who
receive vital assistance from The American Legion
Veterans & Children Foundation, formerly known as the
Amedcarzlegon Endawnment§und.t o di spl ay

The foundation provides necessary funds to train and
support The
3,000 accredited service officers who represent
veterans, free of charge, with their benefits claims and
other needs. Additionally, military families facing
financial crises are eligible to receive Temporary
Financial Assistance, which is funded by American
Legion Veterans & Children Foundation donations.

ltds up to you
(and when you do, share your journey on our
Legiontown web page). On days when you lack the
motivation to put in a mile or two, just remember who
we are doing this for. Join me in keeping this important
foundation strong to ensure we honor our commitments
to all veterans, military families and children in need.

and
veter .

Amer i ¢ anof mergthann 6 s

h o w -mijle threshaold s s


http://www.legion.org/100miles
https://emblem.legion.org/100-Miles-For-Hope-Registration/productinfo/100MILES/?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=080320_CM&utm_id=39954284
https://emblem.legion.org/100-Miles-For-Hope-Registration/productinfo/100MILES/?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=080320_CM&utm_id=39954284
http://www.legiontown.org/?utm_source=delivra&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=080320_CM&utm_id=39954284

10 THINGS TO KNOW AB

i B egmesteB tod t hegh Scloobll emaning

The award-wi nni ng documentary
four young men during a week at Texas Boys State in
2018, the year after their predecessors voted to secede
from the U.S. That event prompted filmmakers Amanda
McBaine and Jesse Moss to make the film, which
follows Ben Feinstein, Steven Garza, Robert McDougal
and Rene Otero through the program.

Here are 10 things to know about The American
Legionds Boys State

1. The first Boys State program was founded in 1935 in
lllinois by Legionnaires Hayes Kennedy and Harold
Card, in an effort to counter the socialism-inspired
Young Pioneer Camps.

2. There are Boys State programs in every state except
Hawaii. There are, however, 50 Boys State programs,
with a program held each July in the District of
Columbia.

3. At Boys State, participants learn government from the
township to state level. The training is objective and
centers on the structure of city, county and state
governments. Operated by students elected to various

offices, Boys State activities include legislative
sessions, court proceedings, law-enforcement
presentations, assemblies, bands, choruses and

recreational programs.

4. While Boys State programs reflect the two-party
system, they donodt use fADe
designations & many programs divide parties into
AFederalistso and fiNati onal

participants to decide their party platforms.

5. While the recommended guidelines for Boys State
programs suggest that only males who have completed
their junior year of high school and have at least one

TRIBUTE TO CHARLESTO

FALLEN HEROS 75TH AN

To commemorate the end of WWII and pay tribute to our
Fallen Charlestown WWII Heroes, Bill Durette will walk
and carry 128 flags up Bunker Hill Street and down Main
Street to City Square Park. Each flag will represent one
of the 126 men and two Women who lost their lives
during WWII. The 128 flags will be planted at City Square
Park near the Charlestown WWII Monument. Please
note due to COVID-19 there will not be any ceremony
but we encourage folks to visit individually and pay
tribute.

progr am:

mocrat o

Kok kAR kR kR Ak

OUT BOYS STATE

should be
considered for the program,
case. In a memo to American Legion departments,
Americanism Commission Chairman Richard Anderson
noted that Public Law 112-66, passed in 2011, amended
the Legion6s feder al
departments possess the authority to establish their
own criteria for Boys State program eligibility,
selection, participation and operation and should
proceed with their respecti

6. Two delegates from each Boys State program are
selected to represent their respective states at
American Legion Boys Nation in the Washington, D.C.,
area each July. The 2021 edition of Boys Nation will be
the 75th, after the COVID-19 pandemic forced
cancellation of Boys Nation in 2020.

7. There is no cost to attend Boys State, as expenses
are covered by sponsoring American Legion posts,
local businesses or other community organizations.

8. With few exceptions, the staff at every Boys State
program are unpaid volunteers, giving a week (or more)
of their summer to help educate and support Boys
Staters.

9. Prominent Boys State alumni include President Bill
Clinton; Vice President Dick Cheney; Senators Richard
Lugar and Joe Lieberman; basketball legend Michael
Jordan; and many more.

and fARepublicano
10. There is also a Girls State program, sponsored by
iTsetAmerican Begidn Auxilidry. AlLSD states spbriser
Girls State programs, and just like their male
counterparts, two girls from each program are selected
to represent their respective states as senators at
American Legion Auxiliary Girls Nation each July.

WNO S
NIVERSARY EVENT

ASponsored by the:
Charlestown Veterans History Project

American Legion JW Conway Bunker Hill Post 26
Abraham Lincoln Post #11 G.A.R
ASupported by the

Friends of City Square Park

The tribute will take place on Satuday, Aug. 15 (VJ Day)
at 11 a.m. For more information please email Bill
Durette at bill5195@hotmail.com (Charlestown Patriot-
Bridge)

t

charter
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TYNGSBORO AMERICAN L  EGION RAFFLE

The American Legion in Tyngsboro had so much fun
raffling off a $1 book of scratch tickets, they decided to
do it again and this time they are upping their game!

How would you like to win an ENTIRE book of $5.00
scratch tickets!! That's 150 tickets$$$$

A couple great things to note:

Win Up 1y L OYRYD &
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1) Prices for the tickets will remain the same 15
chances for only $10

2) You can purchase your tickets from a number of
people at the American Legion (Including Diane
M. DiLeo and Ray Hamelin) but you can also get
them at Joe's Auto & Towing! Pawtucket Blvd.
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(Submitted to

Tyngsboro.
Get your tickets while you get your gas! 1)

3) Dondt Iive in the area
Tyngsboro American Legion? You can purchase your
ticket via PayPal (libby3rd@aol.com) or Venmo @
Diane-DiLeo3 we will send you a picture of your ticket.

4) Most important thing to note is that all
proceeds raised will support the American
Legion in Tyngsboro! (Did you know that
you can stop in for a cold beverage
anytime? Just make sure you sign the book
at the door?

Good Luck to everyone!
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VETS6 NEWS by Diane DilLeo.
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https://www.facebook.com/diane.m.dileo?__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARDvuIREpHzo4t-cFBouwjxk672KYQvLvh-2XHfTCQsgkm7USuXm1uqAS0JzanEuJR70E0dRusvYZ4js&fref=mentions
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https://www.facebook.com/ray.hamelin.100?__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARBEy4QO5-TegCNV1cgipeSnzKE_FUef6enq751qKUMlDkxA3t80m_Mc0p0x_9Fzw8Dvh8P6HT57fgXm&fref=mentions

VETERANS INC. TO HOL

Event to support homeless & in

D 15 ™ ANNUAL STAND DOWN

-need Veterans and their families

Friday, August 28, 2020

WORCESTER, MA i Veterans Inc., in cooperation with
the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor, and other local agencies, is pleased to
announce the 15th Annual Veterans Inc. Stand Down
will be held on Friday, August 28th. The outdoor event
will take place at the Worcester Headquarters of Veter-
ans Inc., on 69 Grove Street and will run from 9:00 a.m.
to 3:00 p.m.

Thousands of Veterans and their families have received
assistance at Veterans Inc. Stand Downs since the
eventdés inception in 2006.
but are not limited to, a career fair, counseling and sub-
stance abuse referrals, employment and training ser-
vices, health and wellness services, housing resources,
and legal services. Free items and services available to
veterans at Stand Down include clothing, food and re-
freshments, personal care items, and much more.

Al't is our hope to get our
job opportunities and other services that could nor-
mally take them months
cent J. Perrone, Lt Colonel, USAF (retired), President &
CEO Veterans Inc.

The Stand Down is open to homeless and in-need vet-
erans and their families. All services and items are pro-
vided free of charge. Veterans should bring a DD-214 or
VA card as proof of veteran status.

Al't is an honor for wus to
day of service-delivery, but also to say thank you to all
of our veterans in a
said Denis Leary, Executive Director.

Corporate sponsors of this

Scientific, National Grid, Spectrum, Hanover Insurance
Group Foundation, Eaton Corporation, Serve with Lib-
erty, and Fallon HealthCare as well as, the many service
providers who will be on-site during the event to provide

Submitted to

a lMin- i

goods and services to veterans. Sponsorships and do-
nations for the event are still being sought by the organ-
ization.

For more information, veterans may contact Veterans
Inc. at 1-800-482-2565 or highly encouraged to preireg-
ister at https://www.veteransinc.org/events/stand-
down/ For Stand Down sponsor opportunities visit
www.veteransinc.org or email Sherrycallahan@veter-
ansinc.org. Please note Covid-19 guidelines will be in
place including but not limited to masks and social dis-
faecing.i ces available include,

iStand Downo is a term
etnam War, used to describe the practice of removing
combat troops from the field and taking care of their
basic needs in a safe area. According to the National
Coalition for Homeless Veterans, the Stand Down was
fa safe retreat for uni ts
viene®® amwheir @ ftrromtp so fh aads
warm meals, medical and dental care, mail, and cama-
radedey @l inchaafe edvirenment.e s s e d

About Veterans Inc.
Veterans | nc. i s
port services to veterans and their families. A 501(c)3
nonprofit, the
to be there for our veterans in their time of need. Incor-
porated in 1990, Veterans Inc. has helped more than
85,000 veterans in need and today operates offices and

N 0 hrogPams iM allBik NeW ErfhRindtstatess Oup JB@iéds 9

clude housing, employment & training, counseling, al-

me ani ngdoHd and Rifig Weatthént éeftdr] fanWift ¥uppbrt pro-

grams, benefits counseling and advocacy, temporary fi-
nancial assistance, health and wellness, food services,

Y §08t19A B suppbR Add womén! & Ehfldc& @ SetvReds.

They were there when we needeq¢
there now that they need us.
VETS®d NEWS bySherry Leger Call

Communications and Fundraising Events Manager, Veterans Inc.
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https://www.veteransinc.org/events/stand-down/
https://www.veteransinc.org/events/stand-down/
http://www.veteransinc.org/
mailto:Sherrycallahan@veteransinc.org
mailto:Sherrycallahan@veteransinc.org

FUNNIES --SIGNS OF THE PANDEMI  C TIMES...

Isit too early to  \When Does Season
put up the Xmas yuey of 9020 Start?

tree yet? I have :
run out of things I Do Not Like Season

to do. ONE.

If these last few weeks ~ Just waita second -
so what you're telling

have taught us anything e is that my chance
- it's that stupidity travels of surviving all this,

faster than any virus on 'S directly linked to
the Common Sense

the pla net. of others?

Another Saturday night 1'M SO excited to

in the house and I just take the garbage
realized, even the trash out. I wonder what
goes out more than me. should I wear?

BREAKING NEWS ...

John Travolta was hospitalized for suspected
COVID-19, but doctors now confirm that it was
only Saturday Night Fever, and they assure

everyone that he is Staying Alive.
————————IIIITIITIIIIT——————————
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AND OTHER VETERANS ACTIVITIES

Due to the corona virus situation, thinngs they are a-changing on a daily basis. Before traveling to any event listed
below, please be sure to make contact with those in charge of the event to find out whether it is still scheduled,
cancelled or postponed.

OPERATION 'I(gOOP SUPPORT
é, {)HELP THEM
Save the Date
Ride for the Troops

Aug 8,2020

---Food---Raffles---Entertainment

American Legion Hall
69 River Street
Middleton, MA 01945

For more information: www.operatigntroopsuppo:;org
visit us on facebook



ANNUAL
Sheffield

American Legion Post 340
Chicken BBQ

Saturday, Aug. 8t"

5:00 to 7:00PM

$15/dinner Take out only
Limited to 150 dinners on a first
come-first served basis.

Pre - orders Helpful
To benefit:

Post programs

Information: George Oleen: (413) 229-6670
or alpost340@gmail.com

619 North Main Street, Sheffield, MA

(Submitted to VETSd NEWS by Dale Al den)




Post 138 Annual Charity Golf
Tournament - Leicester Country Club

Saturday, September 12, 2020

7:45 am Service for Veterans
8 am Shotgun Start - Florida Style
PLAYER REGISTRATION
$100 Entry Fee for each player includes:
18 Hole Greens Fee, golf cart, lunch, dinner and raffles

Team Captain Team Players
Name: Name:
Address: Binall. 2 i
Clty/Zip: Name:
Emaill: Email
o Name:
Fmail __

Raffles Prizes Welcome - Hole Sponsorships
$100

Contact; Carol Perron (774)-454-0366, cperron@hfcu.org
Make Checks Payable to: Gaudette-Kirk Post 138
Mail To: Gaudette Kirk Post 138
ATTN: Golf
175 Main Street
Spencer MA 01562



CANCELLED!

THE AMERICAN LEGION DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS

ANNUAL

POW -MIA

REMEMBRANCE
CEREMONY

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2020
ABOARD THE BATTLESHIP
USS MASSACHUSETTS
BATTLESHIP COVE
FALL RIVER, MASS.

CANCELLED!







