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RICHARD H. "DICK" MCMAHON
PAST DISTRICT 10 COMANDER 2002-2003 & 2016-2017

JUNE 1, 1937- AUGUST 13, 2020

Richard H. "Dick" McMahon, 83, of West Bridgewater, died
peacefully on Thursday, August 13,2020 in the Massachusetts
General Hospital surrounded by his loving family. He was the
bel oved husband of Elizabeth

Born in Cambridge, he was the son of the late Richard L.
McMahon and Pauline H. McMahon.

Richard served in the Army and Army Reserves from 1954 to
2001 which included one tour in Germany and two tours in
Vietnam. He retired from the Army Reserves as a Lieutenant
Colonel.

Richard was active in the American Legion, Masonic Lodges,
Standi sh Sportsmen’s Club
organizations.

“ BMdMahpri ada Mash wvife. Joanne of

anMAO2838.ver al

He is also survived by his daughters, Marla Giovanoni and her
husband Brian of Middleboro and Jana Cabral and her
husband Scott of Middleboro; his brother Courtney H.
Centerville; his
grandchildren, Paul Giovanoni, Julia Giovanoni, Brandon
Cabral, Makayla Cabral and Hunter Cabral.

Calling hours in the Russell & Pica Funeral Home, 441 South
Main St., (Rt28) West Bridgewater were held on Tuesday,
August 18, 2020 from 4:00PM-7:00PM. A graveside funeral
service was held in Pine Hill Cemetery, West Bridgewater on
Wednesday, August 19, 2020 at 11:00AM. In lieu of flowers,
donations may be made in Dick's memory to American Legion
Scholarships, Massachusetts State House RM 546-2, Boston,
community
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OBITUARY FOR CHARLES LELAND WADE

January 17, 1930 - August 7, 2020. Easton, formerly of Stoughton, Massachusetts | Age 90

PAST DISTRICT 6 COMMANDER 1975-1976
DEPT. OF MASS. AMERICAN LEGION

Charles Leland Wade, age 90, passed peacefully on
August 7, 2020 under hospice care after many months
of declining health. Charlie, son of the late Charles and
Frieda (Hochmuth) Wade, was born in the family home
on Pleasant Street in Stoughton on January 17, 1930
and attended Stoughton schools, graduating in 1948.

He was the husband of Mildred (Reid) Wade, father of
Barbara Landon and her late husband Jeffrey of
Mansfield, Gail Collett and her late husband Albert of
Easton, Brenda Sestito and her husband Michael of
Brockton and Gerald Wade and his wife Amy of
Stoughton. He was also the proud grandfather of
Kristen Welch, Matthew Landon, Michael Collett and
Stephan Collett and predeceased by Russell Wade. He
was Great-Grampa to 5: Marlie, Savannah, Kaitlyn, Lila
and Sophia who always had entertainment for Great-
Grampa. He was predeceased by his siblings, Priscilla
Dimond, Gertrude Marshall and William Wade. Charlie
is also survived by many nieces, nephews, cousins
and friends.

Prior to his call by the U.S. Army in 1951, he delivered
milk for adairy in Canton. His service during the Korean
War was Ordinance Track Vehicle Repairman with the
Sixth Armored Calvary-Detached Service. His unit was
sent to southern Germany at the Czechoslovakia border
for 18 months, often working on M46 Patton tanks.

After his 2 year U.S. Army service, he worked for Bough
Motors in Milton and Paul Clark's in Brockton prior to
operating a Sunoco Gasoline Station on Park Street in
Stoughton. Several years later he went to work for the
U.S. Postal Service, retiring in 1991.

Charlie and Millie traveled by car, plane and with their
trailer to many states and "Snow-birded" in Florida for
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many years. As an active member of the VFW and
American Legion, he enjoyed gatherings of friends
where he always had a humorous story and new dances
to show.

Charlie was a Past District Six Commander of the
American Legion, a Past Commander and Life Member
of Stoughton Post 89 American Legion and Past
Commander and Life Member of Post 1645 Veterans of
Foreign Wars in Stoughton.

Funeral Services private. Donations in Charlie's name
may be made to the charity of your choice




TEAMWORK CREATES AF LAG DROP -BOX
AT WEST BROOKFIELDA MERICA N LEGION "OST 244

Left to rlght are American Legion Post 244 Commander
Jason Kruckas, Senior Vice Commander Dave Tebo,
Junior Vice Commander Jeff Nickerson and Legion
member Jim Johnston.

WEST BROOK-FIELD — Members of the The American
Legion Post 244 have worked as a team to find a way
to offer area residents a way to properly dispose of
their frayed and soiled American flags during COVID-
19 restrictions: a retooled former Unites State Postal
Service mailbox.

Legion member Jim Johnston suggested at the
Legion’ s mont hly meeting

purchase a used postal mailbox, but as they looked \ P ;
around the ones online were above their budget. Then  jeff Nickerson, junior vice commander for American

Johnston found one on Cr ai g |egion Post 244, with the newly-created flag drop-box
headed to Beverly to negotiate with a scrap dealer. at the Legion.

He was successful and brought it back to his shop,
CBIS Korfil Inc.,where he took it down to bare metal Then they began casting around for a way to decorate

with a sand blaster. so it stood out. *“This project
own,” he said.

That’' s when he f owswereamomgharbusi ness

willing to help make the project a reality. “My initial thoug butthemdrealizedit st e
deserved Medkersdn said. “Afte

‘O brought the box to wor k agoihg tvbe rdisfaydd eowtsideeorik Isegioni post fdr
sand bl asted it down to bar evenyenteato, See,hso i areqdired “thet wdrla dof a
number of coats of paint on it from the last 28 years of professionals. | went online and looked for any local
service. Once it was sandblasted, | had it professionally company that specialized in custom decals or
paintedat Tom’s Auto Bod,y i n Sspmethingalgng tdselinesol naane acdoss a company
their I abor to paint it brighn Whic¢est'er called Ready 2 Ru

they would understand the importance of what we were
I n Il ooking through the ctoedpamy'isngwdlonsidties,pltagg mom our Drop
that it was veteran-own e d . “ i mmedi a ttaledtotkemewd gdt &raugh cost estimate.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE



TEAMWORK CREATES AF LAG DROP -BOX
AT WEST BROOKFIELD AMER ICSN LEGION POST 244

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

“What h ap p e n e dotalyeurndaxpeatad sand I
elevated this project to the highest level of ; :

professional i sm and respect,” e e
Winchester family and their dedicated and L A A

professional team at Ready 2 Run Graphics worked
with me on making sure every inch of the drop box
was exactly as | had envisioned, and then graciously
donated their labor and materials for the entire
project. Needless to say, the results were beyond \
our greatest expectations and we are forever . v — TR

A

grateful for their support and dedication to our ‘ ' - Epm‘)‘““ L:;‘;?j;ﬁ / h
cause.ljust can’t say enough | HONOR ANDHESPECT |
commitment to quality and cu

4 r
COVID-19 restrictions have kept the Legion post ‘ " WG
closed since March and people who usually drop off | i g =
worn or damaged flags for proper disposal have ‘ G RE‘}: EMENTB
been unable to do so. This Flag Retirement Drop \ SUPP(]RT OUR 0pPs”
Box allows anyone, at any time, to come to the post | 7 ﬂn -

and leave their flags for proper disposal. Every year
on Flag Day, the Legion holds a flag disposal
ceremony at the post in cooperation with the Boy
Scouts, and it burns retired flags in the specific
manner that is spelled out in the American Legion
Resolution which was passed in 1937. It is a very
dignified ceremony that ensures that the flags are
disposed of with honor and respect.

There are many people who display our American & === =
flag with respect throughout our communities, but === =
they are unaware of how to properly dispose of is&& a4
t hem. They end up in A Faamm,
basements, and unfortunately sometimes in the & & = -
trash, he said.

“So all of us here aookfield:~

hope this drop-box will give everyone the F£:#
opportunity to dispose of their flags correctly,
Nickerson said. The drop-box is available for all
surrounding communities. Only American flags are _
accepted. o e

o w- o % " e aas- A T - |
't is located at 5 Warye, "St The finished drop-box to properly dispose of worn or
driveway of Adams Coney Frew Post 244, on 5 Ware damaged American flags at the American Legion Post 244.

Road in West Brookfield.
(Quaboag Current)

PROUD TO BE AN AMERICAN PROUD TO BE AN AMERICAN PROUD TO BE AN AMERICAN
—— R e



From: Detachment Commander and
Americanism Chairman Ernest E. Laberge

W
L

To: All American Legion Family Members Detachment Commander and
Americanism Chairman Ernest E. Laberge

Re: The annual POW/MIA Ceremony
Hello Everyone,

The Sons of The American Legion support The American Legion in as many ways as possible. One such sup-
port effort is assisting with the Department POW/MIA Committee and ceremony. At this time, the Committee
Chairmen Bill and Ray are looking for a new location in Western Mass., with the plan to rotate the ceremony
from one side of the state to the other on an annual schedule. With that said, if you know of a location that
offers both an outside and inside backup in the event of rain please let the committee know.

A setting with a military or historic background would be great, but is not a must. The area should be able to
support 100to 200guest s and be handicap accessible. Due to this
Covid-19, the committee is working on next year’s event, so there is time for Committee members to visit sug-

gested locations. Please contact any of the POW/MIA Committee members with your suggestions or you can

contact me directly and | will make sure to pass the information along to the chairmen.

Please continue to stay safe and healthy and | look forward to seeing many of you at a future event.
Working together we can make a difference in the lives of our Veterans, Their Families, and our Communities.

Regards

Ernie Lal&me Americanism Chairman 2019-2021

Detachment of Massachusetts S.A.L. Commander 2017-2021
Candidate for Sons of The American Legion National Vice Commander (Eastern Region).



LAWMAKERS: POSTAL CH

ANGES

DELAY MAIL -ORDER MEDICINE FORYV ETS

WASHINGTON — Policy changes that slow deliveryat “ VA al ways encourages veteran

the U.S. Postal Service are taking a toll on militarty pr escri pti ons in advance, " S e

veterans, who are reporting much longer wait times to  Christ i n a No el “When it C 0 Mme

receive mail-order prescription drugs, according to prescriptions, VA either fills them onsite or uses

Democratic senators. commercial carriers to ensure |
prescriptions delivered by the Postal Service are

In a letter Friday, the 31 senators take aim at new averaging less than three days for delivery, while 95%

Postmaster General Louis DeJoy, a GOP fundraiser who  of those sent by UPS next-day service have been on

took the post in June and has since imposed several time.

operational changes that have led to mail backlogs

across the United States. His cost-cutting measures VA fills about 80% of veteran prescriptions by mail. That

have come as President Donald Trump rails against translates to almost 120 million prescriptions a year,

increases in mail-in voting and says he may hold up with deliveries arriving daily to about 330,000 veterans

postal funding to impede the balloting in November. across the country.

The senators say they' ve h dMechighn Sem. Gcary Peters, dhre eéap sDemadrat on the

veterans, as well as Department of Veterans Affairs Senate Homeland Security Committee, has been

staff, who cited wee ksl ong mai | d e | dnwestigatirigctlheumostal glelays after he said DedJoy

veterans to miss doses of vifaikd tonerdvide aanswers sabdut why they were
happening. Peters is asking a dozen veterans

The VA website offers assurances that prescriptions organizations to provide him with information about

typically arrive within three to five days. wait times for mail-order prescriptions or other
problems. He says some veterans have reported to him

The lawmakers called on DeJoy to reassess the impact financial harm caused by late fees after their bills and

of the postal changes on veterans and urged him to payments took much longer to arrive in July and

work with VA Secretary Robert Wilkie to reduce delays.  August.

Veterans are an important constituency for Trump,

broadly supporting him in 2016 and during his Memos from post office leadership, obtained earlier this

presidency. month by The Associated Press, detailed an elimination
of overtime and a halting of late delivery trips that are

“Access to prescription me dometartes wepded td make sgre @elivierees argive on

integral during the COVID-19 pandemic when routine time. One document said if distribution centers are

health care appointments mayrbendalgayedinrd,c antched y ewi, I k e

according to the letter, which was led by MontanaSen. day.” Another said: “One aspec

Jon Tester, the top Democrat on the Senate Veterans may be difficult for employees is that — temporarily —

Af fairs Committee. “No v et ervaenmayg Jee mdil deft behina or tmail ow the d@kroom

when their antidepressant or blood pressure fl oor or docks."”

medication may arrive — and the effects can be

devastating if doses are mi sAdeidandl records obtained by the AP outline
upcoming reductions of hours at post offices, including

In a statement, VA disputed the notion that mail-order closures during lunch and on Saturdays.

prescriptions were arriving weeks late and pointed to

guidance on its website encouraging veterans to “ Those who gave so much to ser

request refills at least 10 days before they need it. be able to count on the nation’
their medications in a timely

SEE UPDATE TOCTHI

wrote Friday. (Milirary Times)

OSNAREIXT PAGE
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POST OFFICE OFFICIAL

BACKTRACK ON
THAT DELAYED VETERAN

The U.S. Postal Service announced it
will halt planned service reductions and
other  cost-cutting initiatives in
response to public outcry — including
strong opposition from veterans
advocates — over the timing and impact
of the moves.

“There ar e
operational
raised as areas of concern as the nation
prepares to hold an election in the midst
of a devastating
General Louis DeJoy said in a statement
released Tuesday.

s-standing

“ T avoid even the appearance of any
impact on election mail, | am
suspending these initiatives until after
the election is concluded. Retail hours
at post offices will not change. Mail
processing equipment and blue
collection boxes will remain where they
are. No mail processing facilities will be
closed. And we reassert that overtime
has, and will continue to be, approved
as needed.”

The reversal comes just a few days
before DeJoy is scheduled to testify
before Congress on the operational
changes, some of which drew concerns
about election tampering  from
Democratic leaders.

Much of the country is expected to use

mailin voting in this
election because of the ongoing
coronavirus pandemic, and recent

service disruptions and operational
cutbacks have drawn accusations that
administration officials were hurting the
system to gain electoral advantages.

But in recent days, the change has also

drawn strong criticism from veterans
advocates who reported widespread
problems with veterans receiving
needed medications through the mail.

SO

Mail-order prescriptions have become
the only option for large groups of
veterans around the country since the
start of the pandemic because VA
medical centers have limited visitors in
an effort to slow the spread of the
illness.

ong

i nitiati vGnsMonday, hdodficial drone Disabked

American Veterans said that Veterans
Affairs leaders had informed advocates

p a n dtbatpostal ServiR@chdngea Isat @etayed

mail medication deliveries by almost 25
percentin the last year, with even worse
delays in some rural and remote areas.

“lt i s simply un
America’'s veterans,
who were injured or made ill in defense
of this country, should face the prospect
of not receiving necessary medications
in a timely manner considering such
delays can be the difference between
health and sickness
DAV National Commander Stephen
Whitehead said in a statement.

“Our nation’s vet e
those disabled by their service, deserve
nothing less than high-quality and
timely health care and benefits no
matter their geographic location, and for
the foreseeable future that requires a
fully functioning United States Postal

Service."”
fall’'s presidenti al
President Donald Trump and

congressional Democrats have sparred
over funding for postal operations in
recent months. On Tuesday, during an
appearance on CNN, Senate Minority
Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., said if

election concerns weren ' t dire
to force the president to act, the
veterans complaints should be.

“Our veterans get 80,
(medications) throu

a dMMeamwphtlea boffieials ffréna tboth

S

SERVICE CHANGES

PRESCRI PTI ON

said. “And to have thes
all these special things delayed, and at

the same time to sort of try to make the

Post Office dysfunction so the elections

wi || be dysfunction
despicable.”

Trump has denied any political
motivations in the mail service
controversy.

DeJoy is scheduled to testify before the

Senate  Homeland  Security and
Governmental Affairs Committee on
Friday and before the House Oversight
Committee on Aug. 24.

the
pausecuanadr | $en dtos e Vet er
Committees have called for the postal

service officials to provide answers to
veterans concerns.

“ We ar e concer nefilomby r
, veterans endeMA stafb mdiating that

wait times have doubled or even tripled

in some <cases, wi thout

House Veterans’ Af fair
r Ehaisman Mar& Takane wrbtain & letter

to DeJoy and VA Secretary Robert

Wil kie | ast weddatethdtRepo

medications have been allegedly sitting

at post office locations for nearly two

weeks without movement.

“These delays are a r
veterans, and your agencies must do
everything possible to rectify the
situation.”

€

In his statement Tuesday, DeJoy did

not mention the veteran prescription
problems, but pledged to deliver the
rabbiugm’ s mai l “on ti me
wellkest abli shed service ¢
coming months. (Military Times)

their
he

90 percent of

gh t he mai |l , "

AMERICAN LEGION ISSUES STATEMENT — SEE NEXT PAGE



THE AMERICAN LEGION:

VETS NEED RELIABLE P

The American Legion issued the following statement
highlighting its commitment to veterans who rely on
timely mail delivery to receive prescriptions.
“Millions of our nation's
U.S. Postal Service for critical needs such as
prescription refills. The Department of Veterans Affairs
(VA) fills over half a million prescriptions each day
through the Consolidated Mail Output Pharmacy
system. The vast majority of these prescriptions are
mailed to veterans through the USPS.

“Due t o tHEpa@iénd, leduced availability of
in-person services at VA facilities, including access to
the pharmacy, places veterans in larger reliance on
mail-ordered prescriptions and a strong USPS. If our

OSTAL SERVICE

leaders in Washington, D.C., choose not to fund the
post office by the end of September, The American
Legion is concerned it could have dire consequences
for the millions of veterans who rely on the mail every

v edaydadaliver lifedsaving medication. Tae Podtal Servige

often plays a pivotal role in the delivery of paperwork
needed to process claims for veterans who have been
disabled in the service of their country.

“The Ameri can
strong USPS before with the passage of Resolution No.
344 at our annual national convention in 2016. The
American Legion implores Congress to address this

L egi atnin favarsof a p o k

i ssue impacting our nation’s v
manner so they can continue to receive the critical
services they need during thes

DOD WARNS TROOPS NOT
CATCH FIRE FROM HAND

To help prevent the spread of COVID-19, officials say
you should wash your hands frequently, using hand
sanitizer if necessary. Just try not to catch fire.

Even as officials urge troops and their families to take
precautions against the novel coronavirus, they warn
that hand sanitizers are flammable and should be stored
appropriately.

The Safety Office at Fort Jackson, South Carolina,
issued a warning Aug. 11, illustrating the dangers of
alcohol-based sanitizers.

An employee at the Department of Energy Federal
Contractors Group used an alcohol-based hand
sanitizer, as advised by hygiene recommendations.
Shortly after the application to his hands, but before the
liguid disinfectant had evaporated and completely
dried, the employee touched a metal surface which
[had] accumulated a static electrical charge, resulting in
an ignition source. The ethyl-alcohol based disinfectant
flashed, resulting in an almost invisible blue flame on
both hands," states a Federal Drug Administration
bulletin distributed by the safety office.

"We can never be too cautious. Please exercise
vigilance when using these gel sanitizers to ensure it is

TO
SANITIZERS

completely evaporated before touching any metal
object and/or other items that often harbor static
electricity,” said Ron Ross, safety manager with Fort
Jackson's Installation Safety Office.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
recommends using hand sanitizers containing at least
60% ethanol or ethyl alcohol.

However, some hand sanitizers pose other risks. The
Food and Drug Administration warned in June against
the use of sanitizers containing methanol, or wood
alcohol, which is "a substance often used to create fuel
and antifreeze that can be toxic when absorbed through
the skin, as well as life-threatening when ingested."

A month later, the FDA issued a further warning, citing
"an increasing number of adverse events, including
blindness, cardiac effects, effects on the central
nervous system, and hospitalizations and death,
primarily reported to poison control centers and state
departments of health."

It has said it continues to see these figures rise.
(Military.com)

W



http://www.military.com/base-guide/fort-jackson

2020 MEMBERSHIP WORK
SURVEY, PRESENTATION

The American Legion held its 57th annual National
Membership Workshop virtually Aug. 3-6 with great
success.

About 240 Legionnaires logged on through Microsoft
Teams for each of the eight sessions. Attendees
included National Commander James W. "Bill" Oxford,
past national commanders, members of national
committees and commissions, and other department
leadership. The Mission and Vision session drew the
highest number of attendees with 310.
A Membership Workshop survey is available for
attendees to take to provide feedback.

Visit legion.org/training/membership for access to
audio presentation files and PowerPoint slides for all
eight sessions. These are available for Legion Family
members to use for training at the post, district and
department level.

myLegion

August 10, 2020

CPR DEADLINE EXTENDED TO AUGUST 2

From: National Commander Oxford
To: Post Commanders and Adjutants

The target date for award recognition for Consolidated
Post Reports (CPR) has come and gone. Primary results
show that our CPR numbers are about the same as the
last two prior years with just over 68 percent of our
12,637 posts having submitted a CPR. | know we can do
better.

The world changed early this year as did The American
Legion. We responded t o
emergency like the patriotic servants we are by
conducting food drives, blood drives, establishing food
pantries, establishing COVID-19 testing stations in our
posts and assisting citizens in need. | am proud of our
Ameri can Legi on Family’'s
need to take credit for it.

Now we need to press on for Phase 2 of the data
collection as we build our annual report to the U. S.

Bulletin Board

ac

SHOP
S ONLINE

"We can use our response to the COVID-19 emergency
as part of our story,” Oxford said during his opening
remarks for the workshop. See how the Legion Family
has responded to the pandemic. "The story of why
veterans should belong to The American Legion. The
story of what The American Legion does for veterans,
their communities, their departments and their nation.

"The American Legion is about service. And we are
about patriotism.

"The most important message that we have to
remember is that we need every Legionnaire to be a
recruiter. Remember , I " m
efforts and with everyone’
believe The American Legion is, and can continue to be,
agrowing, dynamic, effective organization with our best
days still ahead."

James W. "Bill" Oxford

Post — County - District National Commander

8

Congress. As some of you are aware, our 1919 federal
charter requires us to submit an annual report to
Congress on our activities. | want to increase the
number of posts submitting CPRs so we can truly report
the full impact we have on the lives of our veterans, their
families and communities across this nation.

It may be too late for recognition, but it is not too late to
tell our story to Congress. Let us all pull together to
meet the goal | set when | was elected. Help me
announce to Congress that we have 100 percent
paeticipatiant i on’ s nati onal

We have about 30 days to complete Phase Two. Let us
all work together on this. I am counting on you to submit
your report by August 28.

compli shments and we

Thanks for your support. Together we will build a
Foundation for the Future.

W

extr
S h


https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DT5G3RD
https://www.legion.org/training/membership
https://www.legion.org/headlines/coronavirus
https://www.legion.org/headlines/coronavirus

To our men and
women in uniform...

“wpast, present

. “and future
Pl

o o L

. ~

God bless you...
and thank you.

Willimansett Post 353

Hampden County Council District 3
Department of Massachusetts, Inc.

The American Legion

| feel certain you are aware of the issues at the Home. | I know | have previously reported on the Coalition's res-
am part of the Holyoke Soldiers' Home Coalition work-  olution on the subject: copy on the next page.
ing to ensure the Commonwealth corrects the situation

at the Home that led to the deaths of 76 Veterans. Sol- | ask your help in seeking endorsement of this resolu-
diers' Home in Holyoke is a State facility open to all Mas-  tion from both your organizations and from local gov-
sachusetts Veterans. ernments. | ask endorsements be emailed to paradis-

john@yahoo.com where the Coalition is accumulat-
The Coalition is working in many ways including, stand ing all endorsements to use when we testify.
outs, contacting legislators and testifying before State
and Federal Congressional hearings. Delfo Barabani, Jr., Adjutant

Willimansett American Legion Post 353

RESOLUTION ON NEXT PAGE
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Resol ution i n Support of The Sol diers

Whereas in 1952, the Soldiers’ Home i n Holyoke ¢
andDi gnity” to thousands of Massachusetts Veteran

Whereas in 2010, Veteran rooms at the Holyoke Sc
Department of Veteran Affairs to be non-compliant with the Uniform Federal Accessibility Stand-
ard;

Whereas in 2012, The Massachusetts Division of Capital Assets Management commissioned a
Needs Assessment Study ofhha 278 duerénehbedsi |ess tthan 5% meet VA
Standards” ;

Whereas in 2013, a design to add 120 private rooms, as well as convert existing rooms thus
creating 278 fully compliant beds, was approved by the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs (VA)
for 65% federal funding; however, the state has repeatedly failed to commit its 35% share of
matching funds, required to allow for the start of construction;

Whereas in 2016, a project to create an Adult Da"
Holyoke was also approved by the VA for 65% funding; however, it also has never received
Massachusetts’ commitment for the 35% matching f

Whereas in November 2017, with the support of Governor Baker and the Legislature, the state
approved $199 million to build a new 154-bed long-term care facilityat t he Sol di er s
Chelsea; while disregarding thelong-d ocument ed deficienci es lkdme;t he

Whereas the lack of sufficient space and staff were major contributing factors in the rapid
spread of the Novel Coronavirus-19 at the Home which resulted in the deaths of 76 Veterans
who tested positive for COVID-19. This atrocity isoneofourcount r y’ s wor st Vet er
and contradicts Massachusetts’ c¢claim of being th

Whereas all Veterans deserve equal treatment in Massachusetts state-funded Veteran Homes;
to include the same living conditions as well as proportionate funding to provide for a safe and
efficient level of staffing in all departments;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the urges Governor Baker
and the Legislature take immediate action to_increase funding to ensure sufficient staff, equip-
ment and supplies to provide safecare;andtoexpedi t e the design of the

in Holyoke to allow for the construction of fully compliant rooms for 250 Veterans, including a
toilet and shower in each bedroom, and the establishment of an Adult Day Health Care Program
to meet the VA project submission date of April 15, 2021; in order to provide the best in care for
“those whobbane the battle” and s a-being foipregetve duhei r

nation’'s freedom.

o



FUNNIES --SIGNS OF THE PANDEMI C TIMES...
Raw toilet paper for sale $20 ASians are bUYing

rice. Mexicans are
buying beans.
Russians are buying

vodka. Americans
are buying toilet
Some assembly required paper.

It was a quiet Monday So how did yhey used €0
morning in September all the mutc,',)e‘yo'\'j;)gjpe'
2053, when John awoke | earthlings themselves out
with a need to go to the

bathroom. To John this

wasn' just any ordinary

day! This was the day he

would open the last

package of toilet paper

his parents bought in the

year 2020.

SOMETIMES |

LIKE A
3 Pt -

|~ %ns] WONDER IF ALL OF
GOOD LA
Sk NP N 4‘ g "

-l BECAUSE | DION'T
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AND OTHER VETERANS ACTIVITIES

Due to the coronavirus situation, thinngs they are a-changing on a daily basis. Before traveling to any event listed
below, please be sure to make contact with those in charge of the event to find out whether it is still scheduled,

cancelled or postponed.

VETERANS INC. TO HOL

Event to support homeless & in

D 15 ™ ANNUA L STAND DOWN

-need Veterans and their families

Friday, August 28, 2020

WORCESTER, MA — Veterans Inc., in cooperation with the
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, U.S. Department of
Labor, and other local agencies, is pleased to announce
the 15th Annual Veterans Inc. Stand Down will be held on
Friday, August 28th. The outdoor event will take place at
the Worcester Headquarters of Veterans Inc., on 69 Grove
Street and will run from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Thousands of Veterans and their families have received as-
sistance at Veterans | nc.
inception in 2006. Services available include, but are not
limited to, a career fair, counseling and substance abuse
referrals, employment and training services, health and
wellness services, housing resources, and legal services.
Free items and services available to veterans at Stand
Down include clothing, food and refreshments, personal
care items, and much more.

it is our
opportunities and other services that could normally take
them months all i n V¥incentd. Beyrong,
Lt Colonel, USAF (retired), President & CEO Veterans Inc.

The Stand Down is open to homeless and in-need veterans
and their families. All services and items are provided free
of charge. Veterans should bring a DD-214 or VA card as
proof of veteran status.

Ailt is an honor for us to not
of service-delivery, but also to say thank you to all of our
veterans in a meani ngfsaid Deais d
Leary, Executive Director.

Corporate sponsors of this
Scientific, National Grid, Spectrum, Hanover Insurance
Group Foundation, Eaton Corporation, Serve with Liberty,
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and Fallon HealthCare as well as, the many service provid-
ers who will be on-site during the event to provide goods
and services to veterans. Sponsorships and donations for
the event are still being sought by the organization.

For more information, veterans may contact Veterans Inc.
at 1-800-482-2565 or highly encouraged to pre —register at
https://www.veteransinc.org/events/stand-down/ For
Stand Down sponsor

Please note Covid-19 guidelines will be in place including
but not limited to masks and social distancing.

“Stand Down” is a term that
War, used to describe the practice of removing combat
troops from the field and taking care of their basic needs
in a safe area. According to the National Coalition for
Homeless Veterans, t he St and Down
returning from combat
access to clean uniforms, warm meals, medical and dental
ecarp,maik and chmaraderie, all in a safe environment.

About Veterans Inc.
VeteransInc.isNewEngl and’” s | eading
services to veterans and their families. A 501(c)3 non-
profit, t he
there for our veterans in their time of need. Incorporated in
1990, Veterans Inc. has helped more than 85,000 veterans

opportunities visit www.veter-
St aansinc.Brg war s emsii Boeerycallahen @eetegandinc.erg.
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New England states. Our services include housing, em-
Ployanert & Graihing WcdYnsefing, alcohol and drug treat-
ment center, family support programs, benefits counseling
and advocacy, temporary financial assistance, health and
eweliness, fodd fiites, ipdstd/1d duppor® &ndl tvOnken &
childcare services. They were there when we needed
them.We must be there now th
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Post 138 Annual Charity Golf
Tournament - Leicester Country Club

Saturday, September 12, 2020

7:45 am Service for Veterans
8 am Shotgun Start - Florida Style
PLAYER REGISTRATION
$100 Entry Fee for each player includes:
18 Hole Greens Fee, golf cart, lunch, dinner and raffles

Team Captain Team Players
Name: Name:
Address: Binall. 2 i
Clty/Zip: Name:
Emaill: Email
o Name:
Fmail __

Raffles Prizes Welcome - Hole Sponsorships
$100

Contact; Carol Perron (774)-454-0366, cperron@hfcu.org
Make Checks Payable to: Gaudette-Kirk Post 138
Mail To: Gaudette Kirk Post 138
ATTN: Golf
175 Main Street
Spencer MA 01562



American Legion 1st Annual Jamboree

Sponsored By Dirty Water ALR and
Marsh Post 442

Music, Food, FuR, iR ".‘i_\;} All E?ro{;eeds Help
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MUSIC, RAFFLE PRIZES AND MANY MEMORIES!!!!
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AHERIGAN LEGION RIDERS

Starting Location:

Dudley Gendron Post 414 o @ @ Mo eeachusctts
156 Boston Road Oxford Chapter 58 Uxbridge Chapter 33

Northboro Chapter 234
Sutton ; MA 01590 Auburn Chapter 273 Sutton Chapter 414
Registration: Ride will end at Halligans
9:30 - 10:15 am

KSU @ 10:30 AM

Funds from this ride are used to assist Massachusetts Legion Riders who have been
injured in accidents during the year




The American Legion Family

TESTIMONIAL FOR
THE NATIONAL COMMANDER
NATIONAL PRESIDENT
NATIONAL SONS COMMANDER

HAS BEEN POSTPONED UNTIL
SATURDAY — April 24, 2021

AT THE

BEST WESTERN ROYAL PLAZA HOTEL
181 BOSTON POST RD WEST

MARLBOROUGH, MA
RECEPTION 5:00 PM
DINNER 6:00 PM

MORE INFORMATION TO FOLLOW
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The American Legion Family




HOMECOMING FOR CAROL

YN BARANOWSKI

NORTHEASTERN DIVISIO N

NATIONAL VICE PRESID
AMERICAN LEGION AUXI

Dear Legion Family,

There are many questions in all of our lives right now.
When will it be safe to gather? When can we get
together for meetings and planning? When can we have
large events again?

The committee to honor Carolyn Baranowski as the
Northeastern Division National Vice President for the
American Legion Auxiliary has been listening and
thinking. At this point in time we feel it is prudent to
postpone Carolyn's Homecoming event to the spring.
Hopefully in the Spring we will be able to celebrate fully
together and without fear.

So, with that in mind here are the details

Date: May 16, 2021

ENT
LIARY

Time: 12:00 cocktails - 1:00 Dinner

Place:

Storrowtown Carriage House

135 Memorial Highway

(Eastern States Exposition Center)
West Springfield, MA

Menu: choice of three meals
(Chicken Francaise, Prime Rib, Baked Scrod)

Price - $50.00 per person
Please await further mailings regarding tickets and
details. We did want to get this information out for

planning purposes.

Jen Jillson Hamre

END!



