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SQUADS PUNCH THEIR T ICKETS  
TO AMERICAN LEGION W ORLD SERIES 

 
A repeat of the 2019 title game is possible as that year's 
American Legion World Series championship 
participants - defending champion Idaho Falls, Id., and 
runner-up Fargo, N.D., are among the eight teams that 
will play in the 2021 ALWS at Shelby's Keeter Stadium 
at Veterans Field. 
 
Region 1 ï Northeast ï Played in Worcester, 
Massachusetts 
 
Brayden Clark's walk-off RBI double was the difference 
for Beverly, Mass., in a 6-5, 8-inning win over Newport, 
R.I., for the regional championship. Clark had started 

and gone 6 2-3 innings with a no decision. Lee 
Pacheco's three hits and two RBIs led the Beverly 
offense. 
 
To advance to the final, Newport eliminated Hamburg, 
N.Y., 5-0 in another 8-inning game as Caleb Leys hit a 
three-run double in the top of the eighth to highlight a 
five-run inning. Leys also started and struck out 12 in 6 
2-3 innings.  
 
Beverly extends Massachusetts' streak of consecutive 
ALWS appearances to four; Shrewsbury went in 2017 
and 2019 and Braintree in 2018. 

 

 
American Legion Past National Commander John P. ñJakeò Comer addressing the opening cerimonies. (Photo by 
Past Dept. of Mass. American Legion Photographer Ken Parke.) 
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CAROLINA ON THEIR MI NDS: BEVERLY/SALEM L EGION 
HEADED TO WORLD SERI ES AFTER DRAMATIC  

EXTRA INNING CHAMPIO NSHIP WIN  
 
WORCESTER ð The pitching ace 
who had but three at-bats the entire 
season delivered the biggest hit in 
Beverly/Salem Legion baseball 
history early Sunday evening, 
August 8, 2021 
 
Brayden Clark, who normally does 
not hit when he pitches, smoked a 
fastball deep into the left-centerfield 
gap to score teammate Nick Fox 
from first base and deliver Post 331 
a thrilling 6-5 triumph over Newport, 
R.I. in the Northeast Regional 
championship game at Fitton Field. 
 
"It's surreal," said the 19-year-old 
Clark, a Beverly native who pitches 
for Salve Regina University. "For me 
to be the last guy to step in the box 
... I haven't seriously hit a baseball 
in 4-5 months. I think I had three at-
bats all (Legion) and one in college. 
For this to happen ... just 
unbelievable. 
 
"Honestly, I went up there just 
sitting fastball and their kid 
(reliever) gave me one right down 
the middle. I knew it was deep, 
because I got all of it. I saw Nick 
rounding second and the ball was 
still travelling ... that's when I knew 
we won it." 
 
Beverly/Salem now becomes the 
first team in North Shore baseball 
history to advance to the Legion 
World Series. They'll be one of eight 
teams taking part in the tournament, 
which begins Wednesday, August 
11, 2021 in Shelby, North Carolina. 
Post 331 will fly out of Logan Airport 
Tuesday morning, August 10, 2021 
in hopes of bringing home the 
ultimate glory. 
 
"Honestly, I can't even describe it," 
said Nick McIntyre, the team's 
shortstop who came on in relief of 
Clark with two outs in the seventh 
inning and wound up with the 
victory. "We had our senior season 
(of high school) taken away from us 

last year (because of COVID-19), but 
I'd say this more than makes up for 
it." 
 
Manager Mike Levine, who came out 
to relieve Clark with two outs in the 
seventh of a 5-5 game when his 
right-hander had reached the 
maximum Legion pitch count (105), 
said he wanted to keep him in the 
field so that if they did win, the 19-
year-old team leader could 
celebrate with his friends. Clark had 
played the infield and batted second 
during his time at Beverly High, so 
he felt confident in doing so. So he 
swapped him in the batting order 
with DH Will Foglietta, the No. 8 
hitter. 
 
"So when Nick (Fox) got on base 
(via a one-out walk) and Brayden 
was coming up, before I went to the 
(third base) coach's box I told 
(assistant) Kevin McGrath and my 
nephew, Matthew, 'Brayden's going 
to win the game for us'," said 
Levine. "Then, when he hit it, I 
wasn't stopping Nick ... and here we 
are. 
 
"The odds of that actually 
happening?" Levine recalled with a 
chuckle. "Not high. Not high at all." 
 
Post 331 third baseman Lee 
Pacheco of Salem, the cleanup 
hitter who had a big game himself 
(3-for-4 with a run and two RBI), was 
the first one to reach Clark near 
second base after the latter's 
championship-winning hit. 
 
"Once I saw their center fielder turn 
his back and start chasing his hit, I 
sprinted out of the dugout and right 
towards Brayden," the former St. 
Mary's of Lynn star said with a big 
smile. "I went out and tackled him 
and we just started celebrating." 
 
Clark pitched 6 2/3 innings, allowing 
six hits and zero earned runs with 
just one walk and six punchouts. 

McIntyre, in relief, set down all four 
men he faced. 
 
With the game tied at 1-1 in the fifth, 
Post 331 stayed patient in their 
offensive approach and saw it pay 
off handsomely. Against Newport 
starter Will Pierce ð who had 
thrown 12 pitches to close out 
Hamburg, N.Y. in the day's earlier 
contest, a 5-0 win for the Rhode 
Islanders to get them to the title 
game ð Will Foglietta began the 
inning with a shot down to third 
base that Connor Freitas 
backhanded but couldn't make a 
play on. Austin Foglietta followed 
with a knock back up the box for 
another single. 
 
Leadoff hitter Logan Petrosino laid 
down a perfect sacrifice bunt to 
move the two brothers up a base, 
and McIntyre lofted a high fly ball to 
center, bringing home Will Foglietta 
with the go-ahead run. With two 
outs Newport chose to intentionally 
walk Tyler Petrosino, but Pacheco 
made them pay by roping a first-
pitch RBI single to left field, plating 
Austin Foglietta. 
 
Brennan Frost then came up with a 
huge at-bat, as the lefty sliced a 
triple down into the left field corner 
to score both Petrosino and 
Pacheco and give the locals a 5-1 
lead. 
 
"I've been telling myself, 'If you want 
to hit .500 and help your team out, 
you've got to be able to hit the other 
way'," said Frost, a right fielder. "I 
just expected fastball and reacted to 
the curveball. I saw the spin right 
out of his hand, knew it'd be on the 
(outside) corner, and just drove it 
the other way. 

 
 

(Continued on next page)  
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"You've got to be able to hit a 
curveball ... and to do it and help the 
team out, it was the greatest 
feeling." 
 
Newport, however, was not ready to 
have its season end and rallied to tie 
the game in the top of the sixth. 
Pierce singled to deep third, Tim 
McGuire reached on an infield error 
and, after Clark struck out Ryan 
Andrade on a curveball, Caleb Leys 
reached successfully on a fielder's 
choice to load the bases.  
 
Owen Malone walked to force home 
one run, and an RBI fielder's choice 
by Pierce Clarke made it 5-3. Freitas, 
the No. 8 hitter, then laced a clean 
single to center that both Leys and 

Malone scored on, knotting things 
up at 5-5.  
 
Clark reached his pitch count with 
two out in the seventh after McGuire 
lifted a deep fly ball to Tyler 
Petrosino in center. McIntyre came 
in to relieve him and threw four 
pitches before catcher Matt Ploszay 
ð who hit the ball hard all four times 
at-bat but with nothing to show for it 
ðgunned down Newport's John 
Mass (who had singled leading off 
the inning) trying to steal second. 
 
Beverly/Salem jumped out to a 1-0 
lead in the bottom of the first when 
Tyler Petrosino drew a one-out 
walk, took second when teammate 
Nick McIntyre was picked off 
second base (2-6-5), and scored on 
cleanup hitter Lee Pacheco's sharp 
single to left. In a close plate at the 
plate, Petrosino slid around 
Newport catcher Chris Bulk and got 

his hand on the plate before he was 
tagged. 
 
Newport got the run back in the top 
of the second after loading the 
bases with one out, courtesy of two 
singles and a hit batsman. Freitas' 
infield grounder was mishandled, 
allowing Leys to scamper home. 
 
"It's definitely still shocking that this 
happened. We came into the season 
hoping it'd happen, but for it to 
actually happen?" said Tyler 
Petrosino. "It's just amazing." 
 
"This is what we worked for all 
year," added Clark. "We had our 
mindset on it. I'm glad it came true." 
 
"Brayden pitches 6-plus innings to 
give us a chance to win, then hits 
that walkoff? You can't write it any 
better," summed up McIntyre. (The 
Salem News) 

 

 
Brayden Clark poses with the bat he used to 
deliver the championship RBI double in extra 
innings, sending his Beverly/Salem squad to the 
Legion World Series. 
 

 
The Northeast Regional Legion baseball champions from 
Post 331 Beverly/Salem, are bound for the Legion World 
Series in Shelby, North Carolina, which starts Wednesday, 
August 11, 2021. 
 

(Photos and article from the Salem News. 
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HOW TO WATCH AND FOL LOW  
THE 2021 AMERICAN LE GION WORLD SERIES  

 
All 15 games of the 2021 American Legion World Series 
will be available for viewing via ESPN broadcast or 
streaming services. 
 
The 12 pool play games will be streamed on ESPN3 
while the semifinals and championship game will be 
broadcast on ESPNU. 
 
The ALWS schedule: 

Thursday, Aug. 12 

10 a.m.: Fargo (N.D.) Post 400 vs. Honolulu, Haw., 
ESPN3 

1 p.m.: Dubuque County, Iowa vs. Beverly (Mass.) Post 
331, ESPN3 

4 p.m.: Midland (Mich.) Berryhill Post 165 vs. Idaho 
Falls (Idaho) Post 56, ESPN3 

7:30 p.m.: Tupelo (Miss.) 49ers vs. Ridge (Md.) St. 
Maryôs Post 255, ESPN3 

Friday, Aug. 13 

4 p.m.: Fargo (N.D.) Post 400 vs. Tupelo (Miss.) 49ers, 
ESPN3 

7 p.m.: Ridge (Md.) St. Maryôs Post 255 vs. Honolulu, 
Haw., ESPN3 

Saturday, Aug. 14 

1 p.m.: Dubuque County, Iowa vs. Idaho Falls (Idaho) 
Post 56, ESPN3 

4 p.m.: Midland (Mich.) Berryhill Post 165 vs. Beverly 
(Mass.) Post 331, ESPN3 

7:30 p.m.: Tupelo (Miss.) 49ers vs. Honolulu, Haw., 
ESPN3 

Sunday, Aug. 15 

1 p.m.: Dubuque County, Iowa vs. Midland (Mich.) Ber-
ryhill Post 165, ESPN3 

4 p.m.: Ridge (Md.) St. Maryôs Post 255 vs. Fargo (N.D.) 
Post 400, ESPN3 

7:30 p.m.: Beverly (Mass.) Post 331 vs. Idaho Falls 
(Idaho) Post 56, ESPN3 

Monday, Aug. 16 

4 p.m.: Stars division winner vs. Stripes division run-
ner-up, ESPNU 

7 p.m.: Stripes division winner vs. Stars division run-
ner-up, ESPNU 

Tuesday, Aug. 17 

6:30 p.m.: Championship game, ESPNU 

The Stars division consists of the champions from the 
Mid-Atlantic (Ridge (Md.) St. Maryôs Post 255), South-
east (Tupelo (Miss.) 49ers), Central Plains (Fargo (N.D.) 
Post 400), and Western (Honolulu, Haw.) regionals.  

The Stripes division consists of the champions from 
the Mid-South (Dubuque County, Iowa), Great Lakes 
(Midland (Mich.) Berryhill Post 165), Northeast (Beverly 
(Mass.) Post 331), and Northwest (Idaho Falls (Idaho) 
Post 56) regionals. 

For brackets, schedules and live stats, click here. Or 
download the American Legion World Series app 
through the Apple Store and Google Play. Schedules 
subject to change.  

 
 

https://americanlegion.sportngin.com/2021regionals
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/american-legion-world-series/id901327939?ls=1&mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.legion.p8101ic


 

EAGLE SCOUTS CELEBRATE 
 ACHIEVEMENT WITH COMMUNITY, MENTORS 

 
New Eagle Scouts Douglas Santos and Ezra Barboza smile for a photo. 

 
Two Wareham Boy Scouts celebrated their new status 
as Eagle Scouts at a ceremony attended by fellow 
scouts, friends, and family on Sunday, August 1.  
 
The honor was the culmination of years of hard work for 
Ezra Barboza and Douglas Santos, both of whom 
worked to meet the stringent Eagle Scout requirements 
ð a feat only 7 of every 100 scouts accomplish.  
 
For his final project, Santos refurbished the retired flag 
box in front of the American Legion at 777 Main St. ð 
also the site of Sundayôs event ð and built a fire pit 
behind the Legion. Per flag code, retired flags should be 
disposed of in a dignified manner, preferably by 
burning.  
 
Barboza beautified the memorial garden at Upper Cape 
Tech ð the high school he attended ð by weeding, 
clearing stones, and building new garden boxes ð a 
collaboration with the schoolôs horticulture shop.  
 
ñI know gardens help a community get together and 
thatôs why I wanted to do it,ò Barboza said. 
 
 The event started with a traditional ceremony, 
including one in which the scouts lit a candle for each 
element of the Scout Law.  
 
The scouts received new neckerchiefs signifying their 
Eagle Scout status, along with pins.  
 
They also thanked their parents and mentors, awarding 
them with smaller pins in honor of their guidance 
through their years of scouting.  
 
Barboza thanked Kim Carmen for his years of help and 
mentorship ñeven though I was an annoying child,ò 

while Santos recognized Mike Sciaraffa, who has 
mentored him through his years in Troop 39.  
 
Santos was joined at the ceremony by his parents, 
Carolyn and Doug Santos. Barboza was joined by his 
mother, Brenda Horgan, and has been supported by his 
grandparents, Joe and Lorraine Barboza.  
 
Select Board member Judith Whiteside presented the 
scouts with certificates from the board recognizing their 
achievements. 
 
 ñAnything we can say pales in comparison to what 
these young men have accomplished,ò Whiteside said.  
 
Scout leaders emphasized the responsibility that 
accompanies being an Eagle Scout: Eagles are 
expected to ñexemplify the best we strive for,ò 
according to ñThe Eagle,ò read by Carmen.  
 
ñYouôre going to be an Eagle for life,ò Carmen said. 
ñRemember that.ò  
 
The boys also received a certificate from the State 
House of Representatives, and letters from civic 
institutions and officials including the Post Office, the 
Blue Angels, NASA, the National Parks Service, and 
Governor Charlie Baker.  
 
After the ceremony, the crowd celebrated with a grilled 
lunch and cupcakes decorated with photos of the 
Eagles as young scouts.  
 
Santos and Barboza are among 44 Eagles from Troop 
39. (Wareham Week) 

 

 



 

NEWS FROM SHEFFIELD AMERICAN LEGION POST  340  
 
Artist Don Spaulding used his photographs of the Sheffield American Legion Post 340 artillery piece as a "model" 
for his drawing commissioned by the Army  Reserves. As a follow-up, you can view the copy that was sent to us a 
few years ago by Don!. 
 
A copy of this is on display on the Post Home wall between the 2 restrooms! 
 

  
(Submitted toVETSô NEWS by Dale Alden) 

 

JULY IMPACT: BOYS NATION,  
JUNIOR SHOOTING SPORTS AND TRANSLATOR SUPPORT 

 
One-hundred young men went to Washington for the 75th American Legion Boys Nation. Thirty competitors were 
in Colorado to compete for the Legionôs Junior Shooting Sports championships. And The American Legion 
continued to press for protection of Afghan interpreters as the war draws to a close. 
 
See the American Legion Membership Impact Report for July 2021 and those from previous months here.  

 

2021 MEMBERSHIP WORK SHOP PRESENTATIONS O NLINE  
The American Legion virtually conducted its 58th annual National Membership Workshop last month. National 
Headquarters staff and other department leadership presented sessions on several American Legion programs 
and initiatives that supported this yearôs workshop theme of ñGrowing and Retaining Membership.ò 
 
The Membership Workshop PowerPoint presentations are available for download at 
legion.org/training/membership. The videos from each session are on The American Legionôs Vimeo channel at 
vimeo.com/americanlegion. American Legion posts can use these presentations during post membership 
meetings or workshops. 

 

https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/membership-impact-report/July%202021_Impact%20Report.pdf
https://www.legion.org/membership/impact
https://www.legion.org/training/membership
https://vimeo.com/showcase/8720069


 

 
 

 

BLOOD DONORS NEEDED IN NEWTON AREA:  

RED CROSS DRIVES COM ING UP SOON  
The nation is experiencing a severe blood donation shortage.  

 
NEWTON, MA ð The nation's blood supply shortage 
has reached a critical point. The Red Cross and other 
organizations are urging people to donate soon. 
 
There is an especially large demand for type O 
donations; the country has about a one-day supply of 
the highly needed blood type, according to the Red 
Cross. 
 
Hospitals are treating a high number of traumatic 
injuries this summer. There is also high demand for 
organ transplants and elective surgeries. 
 
The Red Cross has distributed about 12 percent more 
blood donations to hospitals across the U.S. this year 
compared with the same time last year. 

 People who donate blood during August will receive a 
free four-month subscription to Apple Music (new 
subscribers only). Those who donate between Aug. 1 
and 15 will automatically be entered for a chance to win 
a VIP trip for two to the 2021 Bonnaroo Music and Arts 
Festival. 
 
Here is a Red Cross blood drive coming up in the 
Newton: 
 

¶ 8/13/2021: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m., American Legion Post 
440, American Legion Hall Post #440, 295 
California Street (Newton) 

 
(Newton Patch)

 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/local-homepage/events/chance-to-win-trip-to-sold-out-2021-bonnaroo---more-.html
https://www.redcrossblood.org/local-homepage/events/chance-to-win-trip-to-sold-out-2021-bonnaroo---more-.html


 

DONORS NEEDED TO GIV E BLOOD  
FOR CANCER, OTHER PA TIENTS 

 
I entered the Army right after high 
school. During my five-plus years in 
the service, I got into the habit of 
donating blood at least four times a 
year. My military units would 
schedule blood drive days, and 
would give us the day off if we gave 
blood. It was a great incentive to 
encourage us to give blood. After 
the first couple of times, I didnôt 
really think about the day off. I just 
gave blood because it was the right 
thing to do.  
 
After leaving the Army, I tried to give 
blood, but learned that I lived in 
Europe during a time period that 
disqualifies me from donating. It 
was disappointing to learn that I can 
never again give blood. 
 
According to the American Red 
Cross (www.redcrossblood.org), 
there is currently a severe blood 
shortage. Donors are strongly 
urged to give now to help ensure 
lifesaving blood products are 
available for patients. Donations are 
needed immediately to prevent 
delays in patient care. The Red 
Cross is following FDA blood 
donation eligibility guidance for 
those who have received a COVID-
19 vaccination. Check the website 
for information about donating 
blood after receiving a COVID-19 
vaccine.  
 
According to the American Red 
Cross, every two seconds someone 
in the U.S. needs blood. It is 
essential for surgeries, cancer 
treatment, chronic illnesses, and 
traumatic injuries. 
 
Approximately 36,000 units of red 
blood cells are needed every day in 
the U.S. 
 
Nearly 7,000 units of platelets and 
10,000 units of plasma are needed 
daily in the U.S. 

 
Nearly 21 million blood components 
are transfused each year in the U.S. 
 
The average red blood cell 
transfusion is approximately 3 
pints. 
 
The blood type most often 
requested by hospitals is type O. 
 
Sickle cell disease affects 90,000 to 
100,000 people in the U.S. About 
1,000 babies are born with the 
disease each year. Sickle cell 
patients can require blood 
transfusions throughout their lives. 
 
According to the American Cancer 
Society, about 1.8 million people 
were expected to be diagnosed with 
cancer in 2020. Many of them will 
need blood, sometimes daily, 
during their chemotherapy 
treatment. 
 
A single car accident victim can 
require as many as 100 pints of 
blood. 
 
The Red Cross provides about 40% 
of the nationôs blood and blood 
components. But supply canôt 
always meet demand because only 
about 10% of eligible people donate 
blood yearly. 
 
Each year, an estimated 6.8 million 
people in the U.S. donate blood. 
 
In a year, 13.6 million whole blood 
and red blood cells are collected in 
the U.S. 
 
About 45% of people in the U.S. 
have Group O blood. 
 
Type O negative red cells can be 
given to patients of all blood types. 
Because only 7% of people in the 
U.S. are type O negative, itôs always 

in great demand and often in short 
supply. 
 
Type AB positive plasma can be 
transfused to patients of all blood 
types. Since only 3% of people in 
the U.S. have AB positive blood, this 
plasma is usually in short supply. 
 
Red blood cells must be used within 
42 days (or less). 
 
Platelets must be used within just 
five days. 
 
There is a misconception that older 
adults are not allowed or should not 
give blood. The American 
Association of Blood Banks used to 
bar people older than 65 from 
donating blood, but it eliminated the 
rule in 1978. There is no upper age 
limit for blood donation as long as 
you are well with no restrictions or 
limitations to your activities. 
 
In Massachusetts, a person needs 
to be 17 years of age to give blood, 
or 16 years of age with a signed 
permission form from a parent or 
legal guardian.  
 
The American Red Cross has a 
website dedicated to giving blood ð 
www.redcrossblood.orgb. You can 
learn about eligibility requirements, 
different types of donations (whole 
blood, platelets, etc.), and more at 
this website. You can also find local 
blood drives and schedule your 
next donation. 
 
Giving blood 
 
Here is a blood drives the Red Cross 
is holding locally: 
 
Aug. 18: Manchester American 
Legion, 14 Church St., Manchester, 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. (Gloucester 
Daily Times) 

 

 
 
 

http://www.redcrossblood.org/
http://www.redcrossblood.orgb/


 

 

CELEBRATING MY FIRST  WALKING ANNIVERSARY  
Dr. Paul Kim, Pastor Emeritus 

National Chaplain, KWVA 
Marsh American lLgion Post 442 Chaplain, Cambridge, MA 

 
I am celebrating the anniversary of my starting the ñ100 
Miles for Hopeò Challenge and have walked 857 miles 
since August 7th, 2020. This milestone is special to me 
as I am celebrating a one-year journey. An anniversary 
is a special day in our lives. People celebrate their 
wedding and retirement anniversaries. On January 1st 
of each year, my wife and I celebrate our wedding 
anniversary. It is a special day for us. It has been 41 
years, and each year we grow deeper, being rooted in 
the love of God. At wedding ceremonies, couples make 
vows to love and to serve God together. At their 
wedding anniversaries they celebrate all that God has 
done and the many fond memories He fills their lives 
with year after year.  

 
On March 6, 2011, my congregation celebrated my 
wifeôs and my ñretirementò after thirty years of pastoral 
ministry since planting our first church in Berkeley, 
California on March 1, 1981. We turned our pastoral duty 
of senior pastor over to our disciple who has been with 
us for two decades since his college days at MIT. The 
Bible does not say anything about retirement. Thus, we 
continue in ministry to honor God in obedience until we 
can no longer serve in our advanced age. When our race 
comes to a finish at the end of this life, the Lord will call 
us into His presence in glory, retiring us from the 
ministry to rest and to celebrate, worship and praise 
Him eternally in His glorious kingdom. 
 
Bestselling author Amy Mercree says, ñCelebrate who 
you are in your deepest heart. Love yourself and the 
world will love you.ò We need to celebrate all of the 
positive things in our lives each day to add special 
meaning. How much we ought to celebrate our ability to 
walk! Isnôt it such a blessing to be able to walk? Many 
people are disabled by sickness or accidents rendering 
them unable to walk. In the Bible there is a story about 
a beggar born lame. One afternoon he met two apostles 
of Jesus on their way to pray at the gate of the temple 
called the Beautiful Gate in Jerusalem. As the beggar 
was asking alms from them, Apostle Peter healed him, 
making him able to walk. So the beggar stood up to 
celebrate, walking and leaping alongside the apostles to 
enter the temple with them. (Acts 3:1-10) 
   
Psychiatrist Elisabeth Kubler-Ross (1926-2004) writes 
of lifeôs graduations: ñIôve told my children that when I 
die, to release balloons in the sky to celebrate that I 
graduated. For me, death is a graduation.ò She was a 

Swiss-American psychiatrist, a pioneer in near-death 
studies, and author of the internationally best-selling 
book, On Death and Dying, where she first discussed 
her theory of the five stages of grief, also known as the 
ñKubler-Ross model.ò The Author of life, the Lord 
Jesus, knowing peopleôs suffering and troubles, invites 
man to come to him: ñCome to me, all who labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke 
is easy, and my burden is light.ò (Matthew 11:28-30) 
  
The famous oil painting, The Return of Prodigal Son by 
Rembrandt, is a celebration for a younger son 
mentioned in a parable in the Bible (Luke 15:11-24). A 
loving father waited for his son to come back home. 
When the son returned home, it was the father who first 
saw him coming and ran to his son to welcome him back 
home. This homecoming was an hour of celebration. We 
are pilgrims in this world. We have a home to go to when 
this journey comes to end. The Bible speaks of the 
heavenly wedding banquet (Matthew 22:1-14). We are all 
invited to celebrate in this glorious heavenly wedding 
banquet, and all we have to do is accept the invitation 
to see the true Groom, Jesus, as part of the Churchð
His Bride. I ask you not to reject the invitation today. 
You are to accept it by faith in Jesusô name that your 
name is written in the Book of Life. It is God the Father 
who invites you to come to his Sonôs heavenly wedding 
banquet. Say ñYesò to the invitation by faith to celebrate 
eternally, dwelling in his everlasting kingdom with all 
the saints who were born again by the Spirit of God, as 
fellow heavenly citizens. Letôs celebrate every day to 
walk by faith in Jesus Christ. 

 

 



 

 

EVENT DAY STAFF/PLAY MAKER (BOSTON)  

 
 

We have roughly 50 positions that we are seeking to fill in the next several weeks.  

This is a great part time flexible position for sporting events scheduled at Harvard 

and Boston College.       
 

To apply visit:  

Event Day Staff/Playmaker (Boston) (paycomonline.net)  
 

(Submitted to VETSô NEWS by Milton Lashus) 

 

https://www.paycomonline.net/v4/ats/web.php/jobs/ViewJobDetails?job=38368&clientkey=1314B26CBCD6769058FC32AA7EE98AD9


 

VETERANS BENEFITS MA TTER RALLY  
MEDFORD, MASSACHUSET TS 

I am the Veterans Director for the City of Medford. Can you please distribute the flyer to the MVSOA on behalf of 
Mr. Edward Linehan (a Medford DAV ï USN veteran) who is hosting this event in response to Medfordôs Mayors 
request to the State for ñselective certificationò which would end up bypassing Veterans on civil service hiring 
lists; and the Mayorôs repurposing of Medfordôs War Memorial for alternate causes. He has provided me this copy 
and asked for DVS and the MVSOA support in advocating for Veterans rights at the event he is organizing.  He 
would appreciate it if members would distribute this to their local VFW's, American Legions, Elks, and other non 
profit organizations in their cities and towns. All are welcomed and encouraged to attend. Please call him directly 
to register so he can provide the logistical support needed for the projected size of the crowd.  
 
Respectfully,  
Michael Durham 
Cell (781) 507-5323 

 
(Submitted to VETSô NEWS by Gene Theroux and Milton Lashus) 

 



 

$1 PER MEMBER EARNS LEGION POSTS 
CWF 100 PERCENT BANN ER 

 
American Legion posts, Auxiliary units, Sons of The 
American Legion squadrons and Eight & Forty salons 
are eligible for the Child Welfare Foundation (CWF) 100 
percent per capita banner program for the 2021-2022 
membership year. To qualify for the banner, a post, unit, 
squadron or salon must donate at least $1 per member 
based upon respective official membership total for the 
2021-2022 year. 
 
Download the CWF 100 percent per capita banner. A 
post, unit, squadron, or salon have from June 1, 2021 to 

May 31, 2022 to submit this form along with CWF 
donations for the banner.  
 
The Child Welfare Foundation provides grants to 
nonprofits that contribute to the physical, mental, 
emotional and spiritual welfare of children and youth 
through programs, research and resources. from 
nonprofits and to establish more effective uses of 
knowledge possessed by well-established 
organizations. One hundred percent of all money raised 
for the foundation is used exclusively for grants. 

 

LEGION FAMILY NIGHT AT CHASE FIELD  
If youôre attending the 102nd National Convention in Phoenix, come to Chase Field for American Legion Family 
Night to watch the Arizona Diamondbacks take on the San Diego Padres on Monday, Aug. 30. 
 
First pitch is at 6:40 p.m. 
 
Tickets range from $22 to $29. Reserve your ticket(s) here.  
 
For questions or groups of 10 or more, please contact Garrett King at 602-462-4238 or gking@dbacks.com. 

 

MYLEGION.ORG WORKSHO P AT NATIONAL CONVEN TION  
 
A comprehensive training session on the new 
MyLegion.org platform will be presented by American 
Legion National IT staff on Monday, Aug. 30 from 9-11 
a.m., and from 2-4 p.m in Phoenix during the 102nd 
National Convention. The training will be held at the 
Phoenix Convention Center, West Building, Lecture 
Hall, 200 Level. This training will also be virtual for 
anyone not at convention to attend.    
 
Pre-registration at the Media & Communications booth 
located in the Exhibit Hall is required as seats are 
limited. 
 
Training is available on the new MyLegion web 
application for American Legion and Sons of The 
American Legion members. Each session includes the 
following:  
 
Register an account: Learn how to register a 
MyLegion.org account. All accounts are registered with 
the email on your member record.  Not sure if you have 

an email on file? Stop by the Information Technology 
booth in the Exhibit Hall prior to these sessions. 
 
Manage your account: As a member of The American 
Legion and/or Sons of The American Legion, you can 
manage your membership account online.  Become 
familiar with navigating your MyLegion.org account to 
view updated contact information and demographic 
information, manage subscriptions, view discounts, set 
up auto-renew, print your membership card, and other 
member-only tools. 
 
Access leadership tools: As of April 1, all MyLegion.org 
accounts are individual accounts. Adjutants and 
commanders have access to My Groups through their 
member account. Learn how to navigate the 
administrative side of MyLegion.org to manage post 
and squadron membership information, view reports, 
access materials and process memberships, along with 
how to assign others permission to use administrative 
tools. 

 
 

FOLLOW 2021 NATIONAL CONVENTION COVERAGE 
 
Donôt miss news and events surrounding the 102nd National Convention in Phoenix Aug. 27 to Sept. 2. Follow daily 
coverage of stories, photos and videos at www.legion.org/convention.  
 

 

https://www.legion.org/publications/249444/cwf-banner-program-request-form
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/documents/American%20Legion%20Family%20Night%202021.pdf
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/documents/American%20Legion%20Family%20Night%202021.pdf
https://offer.fevo.com/dbacks-vs-padres-830-6fjxesh-1913253?fevoUri=dbacks-vs-padres-830-6fjxesh-1913253%2F
mailto:gking@dbacks.com
http://www.legion.org/convention


 

NATIONAL CONVENTION IN PHOENIX  
NOW OPEN TO THE PUBL IC 

 
The American Legion will hold its 102nd National 
Convention in Phoenix Aug. 27-Sept. 2. As convention 
draws near, updates continue to occur regarding 
COVID-19 restrictions at the local and state level. The 
American Legion will follow the official guidance, 
precautions and rules from our convention host city. 
 
The following are updated announcements to 
guidelines, as well as reminders, that The American 
Legion asks for you to please adhere to during 
convention in Phoenix. These guidelines are subject to 
change.  
 

Convention is now open to the public . Like 

previous national conventions, everyone can now 
attend.  
 

No capacity limits in meeting/larger general 

session rooms or exhibit hall.  The current assigned 

space and size of these rooms will remain for all to be 
comfortable and at ease to allow one to physical 
distance if they so desire. For the National 
Commanderôs Banquet, a determination will be made by 
the end of July whether to increase the size of the 
banquet due to various factors.  
 

Face coverings/masks not required for those 

fully vaccinated.  While face coverings are not 

required for American Legion convention attendees 
who are fully vaccinated, airlines (see below) still 
require face coverings/masks as well as other 
transportation sources.  
 

No onsite temperature checks or health 

screenings. Temperature checks will not be taken at 

the Phoenix Convention Center, however, it is still the 
responsibility of the attendee to adhere to the waiver 
agreement and protocols.  For example, if you have 
experienced any COVID-19 symptoms within 14 days of 
the convention ï or tested positive within 14 days of 
departure ï stay home. 
 

All National Convention attendees must still:  

 

Pre -register.  Convention walk-ins will not be 

permitted this year. Those interested in attending must 
register in advance with their respective American 
Legion department. 
 

Sign liability waiver.  All attendees of the American 

Legion National Convention must sign a liability waiver 
to attend; the City of Phoenix accepts no liability and 
declines to indemnify anyone electing to attend the 
event. Convention dignitaries also will be required to 
sign this waiver before attending. Attendees will return 
waiver to respective department adjutant. If the 
attendee is a guest, department adjutants will put N/A 
on the waiver where it asks for membership number.  
 

Social distance.  Please be cognizant and observe 

physical distancing in all common areas of the Phoenix 
Convention Center such as hallways, foyers, food court, 
etc., that is not leased space to The American Legion.  
 

Flying to the convention?  

 
Face coverings are mandated on all domestic flights 
and airports.  
 
For international travel, the Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) and Prevention requires all travelers flying to or 
transiting through the United States from international 
destinations, including U.S. citizens, to provide one of 
two pieces of information. One is a COVID-19 test (NAAT 
or Antigen) with a ñnegativeò or ñCOVID-19 not 
detectedò result. Tests marked ñinvalidò will not be 
accepted. It must be taken no more than three days 
before departure from the first embarkation point. Show 
written proof of the travelerôs negative test result, and 
include the travelerôs name and other identifying 
identification to match their passport. The other is 
documentation of recovery from COVID-19.  
 
The requirement does not apply to children under 2; 
U.S. military personnel and civilian employees, 
dependents or contractors traveling on orders; or those 
traveling entirely within the United States, including the 
50 U.S. states, American Samoa, Guam, the Northern 
Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands. Some states or territories may have individual 
entry restrictions in addition to the federal regulations 
for international travel to the United States. Check the 
CDC website before your trip to learn more. Passengers 
must complete a disclosure and attestation form before 
departure, which can be obtained at 
cdc.gov/quarantine.  
 
All items surrounding the 102nd American Legion 
National Convention are subject to change.

   

 
 
 
 



 

MISSION BLUE APPLICA TION REVISION (DEC20 20)  
 
We have recently updated the Mission Blue Application with an additional required field in the post portion of the 
application on page 3 (ñEINò block). 
  
Also, we have updated the website with this latest version.  https://www.legion.org/documents/pdf/Mis-
sion_Blue_PAP_Application_1.pdf 
  
Please let me know if you have any questions, concerns or comments. 
  
Best Regards, 
  
Nick Arnett 
Member Engagement Coordinator 
Internal Affairs & Membership Division  

The American Legion National Headquarters   

òVeterans Strengthening Americaó 

 
(Submitted to VETSô NEWS by Milton Lashus) 

 

 
 

LEGION POSTS AFFECTE D BY COVID  

CAN APPLY FOR $1,000 GRANT  
 
Public health mandates in response to the coronavirus 
included stay-at-home orders and business closures. 
Those mandates financially impacted American Legion 
posts nationwide as member and community outreach 
efforts were limited, resulting in a loss of revenue.  
 
To provide some relief during these challenging times, 
financial grants are now available for eligible American 
Legion posts.  
 
Resolution No. 36, Mission Blue Post Assistance 
Program, will provide $1,000 grants to posts that are in 
good standing with their respective department. These 
funds must be used exclusively to pay current or past 
due rent, mortgage, utilities and insurance.  
 
The American Legion National Executive Committee 
approved Resolution No. 36 Oct. 14, during its annual 
Fall Meetings. Funds for the approved grants will be 
provided through The American Legion National 
Emergency Fund (NEF). 
 

Eligibility for a Mission Blue Post Assistance 

Program grant requires posts to have:  

 
1. A Consolidated Post Report on file. 
 

2. Filed an IRS 990 within the prescribed due date. 
 
3. Filed all other required forms and reports as 
prescribed by the department. 
 
4. Actively participated in one or more American Legion 
programs in the last 18 months. 
 
5. A financial need.  
 
6. A certificate of insurance naming The American 
Legion doing business as American Legion National 
Headquarters as an additional insured. 
 
7. Documentation indicating that the post is properly 
incorporated. 
 
The Mission Blue Post Assistance Program grant 
application will be a fillable PDF. Please stay tuned for 
its release. American Legion posts applying for a grant 
will be required to first submit the completed 
application to their respective department for approval 
before it can be sent to National Headquarters. This 
application procedure is the same as the NEF. 
 
American Legion posts have until Dec. 31, 2021, to 
apply for an Operation Blue PAP grant. 

 

 
 
 

https://www.legion.org/documents/pdf/Mission_Blue_PAP_Application_1.pdf
https://www.legion.org/documents/pdf/Mission_Blue_PAP_Application_1.pdf


 

 
 

 



 

A BIT OF HUMOR  

   
 

   
 

  
 

Why do people order double cheeseburgers, large fries, and a diet coke?  

 

Why don't you ever see the headline 'Psychic Wins Lottery'?  

 

Why can't women put on mascara with their mouth closed?  

 

 



 

 
 

AND OTHER VETERANS ACTIVITIES 

 

BIKE NIGHT FRIDAY AU GUST 13, 2021  
MIGHTY KING SNAKES B AND  

CLASSIC CARS WELCOME  

 
Join us for one of the Friday Bike Nights at the American Legion at Vernon Hill Chapter 435. Support riders and the 
American Legion chapter while enjoying some great tunes! 

 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 

 

WAREHAM AMERICAN LEGION TO H OST A FLEA MARKET  
 
Wareham American Legion Post 220 will be sponsoring its 42nd annual flea market on August 14. The market will 
be held at the post headquarters at 777 Main Street (at the corner of Main Street and Tobey Road) from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Indoor and outdoor activities will be available. The cost of table space is $20, and vendors must bring their 
own tables. For more information, call Dennis Praino, the chairman of Wareham American Legion Post 220 at 520-
560-2992. 

 

 



 

 
 

 


